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A word of welcome and expectation 

 
 

Welcome to the Lawrence Free State High School Choral Music Department!  This department 
consists of seven ensembles:  Vox Novum (Freshmen Mixed Choir), Apollo Chorum (Sophomore 
Bass Choir), Artemis Chorum (Sophomore Treble Choir), Aurora (Advanced Treble Choir), 
Concert Chorale, Chamber Choir and Chamber Singers. It is the objective of each organization to 
help you develop your musical knowledge and skills.  Equally important is the desire to create an 
atmosphere in which you can develop worthwhile characteristics within your own personality.  
Because of the nature of a choir, its success depends on the individual members.  The following 
three characteristics are a guideline to success.  Consider them carefully.  Your understanding and 
application of these will determine the success of your choral year.   
 
 
-Maturity 
We should assume responsibility for our participation in each ensemble.  Our actions affect the 
entire organization, and considering the feelings of others as we work together is the key to our 
success as a department.  You can achieve success and learn from each experience we share. 
 
-Positive Attitude 
Be positive!  Have a willingness to participate in everything we do.  Most importantly, be eager 
to help others succeed.  Consider the needs of the group first.  Be willing to put forth the time and 
effort it takes to fulfill your role in the choir.  Respect and a positive attitude always lead to 
success.   
 
-Desire for Excellence 
Be enthusiastic, always give 100% effort, and know that we will strive toward a high level of 
EXCELLENCE in everything we work to accomplish. 
 
Maturity and an enthusiastic desire for excellence combined with a positive attitude will provide 
you with many satisfying experiences. 
 
 
On a personal note, we are so fortunate to be working with each of you.  Lawrence has a rich 
history of incredible choral music, and we love to meet each of you at differing levels in your 
development, and together, create many more historical performances.  Choir quickly grows from 
a normal class into a family as the years progress.  We look forward to watching you all become 
friends, mature into incredible young adults, and watch your thirst and aptitude for music grow.  
You have a wonderfully unique opportunity to share your personal feelings wrapped up in a song, 
and emote it to the community, and being apart of that experience is one you will not soon forget.  
We look forward to a wonderful year of making music with you and getting to know all of you. 
 
Sincerely, 
Hilary Morton and Scott Ireland 
 



Goals 
 

The goals of each ensemble are: 
 
1.  Enjoy Singing -- To share in the creation of beautiful music 
2.  Skills -- To develop musical knowledge and skills in reading music 
3.  Vocal Production -- To develop the singing voice 
4.  Literature -- To study and perform various types of musical literature and identify the 

historical significance of the literature 
5.  Performance -- To develop performance skills through various performing experiences 
 
 
 
 

Classroom Rehearsal Expectations 
 

Before the bell: 
1.  Get your folder. 
2.  Throw away gum. 
3.  Put away any materials not used for our rehearsals. 
4.  Have a sharpened pencil ready to use.  Sporadic pencil checks will be given. 
5.  Please have your planner/calendar with you for notes. Not your phone unless specified.  
6.  Refill your water bottle. 
7.  Ask to use the restroom or see the nurse only in an emergency!  Please be responsible and 

take care of this during your own time, not during our class time.   
 
At the bell: 
1.  End all conversation and be seated or take your place on the risers.   
2.  Focus your attention on the warm-up, which will begin immediately. 
3.  Listen throughout our rehearsal, especially to the other sections when you are not singing.  

You can learn even more by observing others while they rehearse. 
4.  You will receive five daily points for following these expectations.   
 
REMEMBER:  Each of you is essential to the success of your group! 
 
You are all aware of the importance of these expectations!  Compliance is crucial for our growth 
and success.  We must all work together to create a positive experience for everyone.  This is 
everyone’s responsibility.  Take pride in what we can accomplish and work to make our choir the 
best it can be! 
 
 
 

PRIVATE LESSONS 
 

Those students desiring special help either with voice production, musical skills, or in preparation 
for Regional or State Festival are urged to pursue private lessons.  Check the choir bulletin board 
for names of private instructors, and talk to Ms. Morton. 



Grading 
 

Your grade is based on an average of the following criteria:   
 
50% Attendance/Participation 
You will be given 5 daily points for being present in rehearsal, and rehearsing efficiently with a 
positive attitude.  Daily points will be deducted for each absence or tardy.  You can make up an 
absence by practicing your music at home for 30 minutes, with a written note citing: 
Your name 
What you rehearsed 
How much time you rehearsed 
Signature by a parent/guardian. 
These practice slips must be turned in before our quarterly concert. 
30 minutes of practice time will make up one missed class/tardy, 60 will make up for longer 
periods (i.e. Wednesdays and Thursdays), etc. 
Singing in your private voice lesson does not count as practice for your choir music. 
 
25% Written work 
This portion of your grade includes all tests/quizzes that are given as well as any written work 
that is assigned during each quarter.  You will receive notification of quizzes and tests in advance.  
This includes mandatory practices and part tests for Chamber Choir members. 
 
25% Concert Attendance 
As this is a performance-based class, concert attendance is mandatory.  This is the culmination of 
our hard work.  However, if there is a family emergency, or an urgent illness, make-up work will 
be given as long as I receive a phone call from your parent/guardian the day of or after a missed 
concert.  This is not just a phone call to the office, rather a personal one to me, (785) 330-4935, or 
an email, so we can make appropriate accommodations.  As I have given you concert dates in 
advance, please write them all down in a planner, and make plans to attend them all. If there is a 
FSHS varsity game conflict, school policy mandates it is up to the student to choose WELL IN 
ADVANCE, and let both the coach and conductor know. This occurs only on Varsity Free State 
teams (not JV or C team). Club sports do not count as an excused concert absence. 
 
 
 

Officers 
 

Officers will be selected for each ensemble 
 
President: 1. Will take attendance each day 

2.  Responsible for attending all officer meetings 
3.  Will assist with distribution of music for ensemble 

 
Student Director: 1. Warm-ups and stretches (keyboard skills would be helpful) 

2.  Robe assignments or uniform distribution (tuxes and dresses) and all 
concert procedures 

 
Section Leader: 1.   Capable of running sectional rehearsals (keyboard skills are 

necessary)  
 2. Assist student director with uniforms before and after concerts 
 

 



Concert Attire 
 

Vox Novum 
Wear black dress-up clothes.  TENORS/BASSI:  black dress pants, black dress socks, black 
dress shoes, black button-down dress shirt with long sleeves.  SOPRANO/ALTOS:  Black dress 
pants, black dress shoes (must be FLATS), black dressy shirt (3/4 sleeves to full sleeve) or black 
layering. Must cover shoulder to elbow at least.  
 
Apollo Chorum 
Underneath the choral robe, wear black trousers (no denim), black socks, and black dress shoes 
(no athletic shoes) with a white button-down dress shirt, and black long tie. 
 
Artemis Chorum and Aurora 
Underneath the choral robe, wear a skirt with a short to medium length hem that will allow the 
robe to cover skirt. Black dress pants are also permissible. Dresses are also fine. Black hose are 
required with low-heeled comfortable black shoes.   
 
Concert Chorale 
TENOR/BASSI:  Black dress pants, black socks, black dress shoes, white long-sleeve button 
down dress shirt, black tie.  SOPRANO/ALTO:  wear a skirt or dress with a short to medium 
length hem that will allow the robe to cover the skirt. Black dress pants are also permissible. 
Make sure your top does not have a high neckline.  Black hose and low-heeled comfortable black 
shoes. 
 
Chamber Choir 
Tenors/Bassi will wear district-provided tuxedos and must supply their own black dress shoes 
and black socks. Men will also purchase their own white tuxedo shirt for $15.  Soprano/Altos 
will wear the district-provided black formal dress, and must supply their own black dress shoes 
and black hose.  Jewelry will be purchased by each singer from Stage Accents through the choral 
department.   
 
Chamber Singers 
Tenors/Bassi will wear district-provided tuxedos and must supply their own black dress shoes 
and black socks.  Soprano/Altos will contribute to the purchase (50%) of the formal dress (~$30) 
and must supply their own black dress shoes and black hose.   
 
All Singers 
-No jewelry (except small earrings) and no large, brightly colored bows in hair. If you have extra 
holes in your face aside from nostrils, please conceal jewelry. (make-up, band-aids, removal, etc.) 
-Please refrain from wearing cologne, scented lotions, perfume, or after-shave when in either 
rehearsal or performances.  Many people are allergic to these scents.  Deodorant is key!  We are 
mighty close to one another on the risers.   
-We appreciate and celebrate individuality in the choir room. However, we strongly suggest that 
your hair be a natural color to perform at concerts, in order to maintain musical as well as visual 
uniformity. For large group contest, and for all members of Chamber Choir, it is mandatory that 
you follow this guideline. 
-If you use your hands in performance, or stand in the front row, we ask that your nail polish 
color be nude or understated. We also ask that all bracelets be out of sight, and hands free of ink. 
-You are telling a story with your face, so we need to see it! All hair must be pulled back from 
eyes. This can be achieved through the magic of hair spray, gel, bobby pins, or a trip to the 
barber. 

 
 



 
 
 
 

Choir Folders and Your Music 
 

Choir members are issued folders and are responsible for all music and materials assigned to that 
folder.  The choir member will pay for lost or badly damaged music.  Failure to pay for lost or 
damaged music will result in not getting your report card until the fine is paid.   
 
INK should never be used to mark music! 
 
Rehearsal Reminder:  Always mark your part when you are given an instruction.  Use a pencil!  
(Example:  Breath marks, vowel sounds, dynamic markings and connection through phrases.)  

 
ALL CHOIR MUSIC IS TO BE RETURNED THE DAY FOLLOWING THE CONCERT.  

PLEASE PLAN ACCORDINGLY. 
 



Lawrence Free State High School 
2018-2019 Choral Calendar 

 
Wednesday August 22 Chamber Singers auditions: Tenor/Bass 7-8pm, Soprano/Alto 8-9pm 
    
Tuesday, Wed. October 2, 3 Auditions for school musical, 9 to 5, after school 
 
Wednesday October 10 Fall Choral Concert, 7:00 p.m. (grades 10-12) 
 
Tuesday  October 23 Freshman Choir/Band/Orchestra Concert, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Saturday  November 10 KMEA District and State Choir auditions at Eudora H.S. 
 
Musical?  November 15, 16, 17 Fall Musical, 9 to 5, 7pm 
 
Monday  November 26 Chamber Singers Open House, 7:30 p.m.  (rehearsal at 6) 
 
Saturday  December 1 Northeast District KMEA at Topeka High School 
    (students selected from auditions on November 10) 
 
Sunday  December 2        Masterwork Rehearsal with participating choirs, 1-3 p.m. (grades 10-12) 
 
Tuesday             December 4 Masterwork Rehearsal with participating choirs, 3:15-5:15 p.m. (grades 10-12) 
 
Wednesday December 5 Winter Choral Concert, 7:00 p.m. (all choirs) 
 
Sunday   February 3 Encore 2019 auditions (ensembles) – 2:00 p.m. 
Monday  February 4 Encore 2019 auditions (solos and duets) – 6:45 p.m. 
 
Tuesday  February 5              All-City Choir Concert at the Lied Center—7:00 p.m. (Chamber only)  
 
Thursday  February 21 KMEA In-Service Workshop, Wichita  
Friday  February 22 KMEA In-Service Workshop, Wichita   
Saturday  February 23 KMEA In-Service Workshop, Wichita 
    (students selected to Kansas All-State Mixed and Treble Choirs) 
 
Tuesday  February 26 Mega-Choir Rehearsal 3:15-4:15pm (Apollo, Artemis, Concert Chorale) 
 
Wednesday February 27 Pre-Contest Choral Concert, 7:00 p.m. (all choirs) 
 
Sunday  March 17  Encore 2019 first technical rehearsal, 1:00 p.m. 
Monday  March 18  Encore 2019 rehearsal, 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday  March 19  Encore 2019 dress rehearsal, 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday March 20  Encore 2019 final dress rehearsal, 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday March 21 Encore 2019, 7:30 p.m. 
Friday  March 22 Encore 2019, 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday  March 23 Encore 2019, 7:30 p.m. 
 
Saturday  April 6                KSHSAA Regional Solo/Small Ensemble Festival (Shawnee Heights) 
 
Wednesday April 10  Mega-Choir Rehearsal 2:30-3:30 (Apollo, Artemis, Concert Chorale) 
 
Thursday  April 11  KSHSAA State Large Group Festival, Free State High School  

                 (during school) (grades 10-12) 
 
Saturday  April 27               KSHSAA State Solo/Ensemble Festival, Washburn Rural High School 
 
Thursday May 2  Pops Concert, 6:30 p.m. and Spring Concert, 8:00 p.m. 
 
Monday  May 6-14  Choir placement auditions for 2019-2020 

 
 
 
 
 



_____________________________ 
 

                                                                       PRINTED LAST NAME    
 
 

SIGNED AGREEMENT 
 

After both student and parent/guardian have read the handbook together, please sign both 
names below indicating the understanding guidelines and responsibilities of the choral 
year.  The deadline for returned signed agreements is Friday, August 24th 
 
 
I, ___________________________________ have read and understood the guidelines of  
  (student’s name) 
the 2018-2019 Choral Handbook, and will refer to it for questions as the year progresses. 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
   (student’s signature) 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
  (parent/guardian’s signature) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


